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June was an eventful month back home: Denmark got a new government,  a princess graduated high 
school, the royal couple toured the Faroe Islands, a Viking treasure revealed unexpected ties to the 
Islamic world, Denmark experience its hottest temperature ever recorded, and the country wrestled with
hard questions about policing, security, and its own sense of unease. This digest gathers the stories 
most likely to resonate with readers who trace their roots back to Denmark.

The Royal Court

• King Frederik X and Queen Mary opened the month with their annual summer tour, visiting 
Odense, Norddjurs, and Holbæk municipalities, complete with carriage rides and local 
receptions.

• Mid-month, the royal couple sailed to the Faroe Islands aboard the royal yacht ”Dannebrog” for 
a three-day state visit. The visit took in Tórshavn, the village of Vágur, a seaweed-farming 
company, and a school participating in Queen Mary's anti-bullying program.

• Princess Isabella, 19, completed her final high school exam becoming a “student” in the Danish
tradition, complete with the traditional white cap. Her older brother, Crown Prince Christian, 
placed the cap on her head himself, continuing a family tradition.

• Prince Joachim, the King’s younger brother turned 57 on June 7.

The apanage (civil list allowance)

The apanage is the state grant paid to working members of the royal family, covering both official duties
and a portion of personal expenses. It comes out of the national budget and is voted on by parliament.

In 2025 it was:

• King Frederik and Queen Mary: 132M DKK (20M USD/28.5M CAD/29M AUD) of which 17M 
DKK (2.5M USD/3.5M CAD/3.7M AUD) covers the royal family's private expenses, while the 
remaining amount is to cover the court's costs for personnel, operations, administration, IT and 
security.



•  Queen Margrethe II, the King’s mother: 12M DKK (1.8M USD/2.5M CAD/2.6M AUD) for her 
continued representation

• Prince Joachim (the King's younger brother): 4M DKK (0.6M USD/0.8M CAD/0.9M AUD) 
primarily to cover his official duties as a defense attaché in the Armed Forces

• Princess Benedikte (Queen Margrethe’s sister): 1.5M DKK (0.2M USD/0.3M CAD/0.3M AUD) 
because she functions as an official working member of the Danish royal house and acts as 
deputy (”rigsforstander”) in case none of either 1) The King, 2) the Crown Prince, 3) the Queen, 
4) Queen Margrethe or 5) Prince Joachim are able to attend.

• Crown Prince Christian does not yet receive an appanage because the Danish Parliament has 
attached a clear condition to his annual allowance. He will only be paid the money when he 
establishes his own household, moves into his own home and hires his own staff.

The royal family pays no income tax on their apanage.

A New Government

After 69 days of negotiations by the parliament’s 12 political parties, Denmark got a new government in
beginning of June. It is a minority government of four parties with 82 seats out of 179. It will again be 
led by the Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen who will thus have her third term.

The King doesn't choose the government or its policies. His role in a government formation is 
ceremonial and procedural: he receives party leaders, listens to their recommendations on who should 
lead negotiations, and formally appoints whoever has been recommended as the "royal investigator". 
This isn't written into the constitution in detail — it's a practice built up over more than a century, going 
back to Denmark's transition to full parliamentary democracy after 1901. The monarch never exercises 
independent political judgment in the process.

He or his deputy (rigsforstander) signs new laws and participate in meetings os Ministers of State.

Since the 1970s most Danish governments have been minority governments. Unlike some countries, a 
Danish government doesn't need an active majority voting for it — it only needs that no majority votes 
against it. The government governs by building shifting majorities issue by issue, often reaching across 
the traditional left-right divide.



This time, the government is backed by the two parties at the far-most left, the Red-Green Alliance and 
the Alternative - in exchange for certain concessions.

For the first time in Danish history, there are more female ministers than male (11 of 21). The 
government has a green profile with emphasis on climate and energy policy plus strengthened 
Nordic/European defense cooperation.

Some of the most hyped plans in the government’s 73-page platform paper:

• Food prices: VAT on all food will be halved, and scrapped entirely on fruit and vegetables, "as 
quickly as technically possible"

• Dental care: A commission will be set up to find a model for phasing in free dental care fully by 
2035

• Great Prayer Day: Reinstated as a public holiday — but not until 2030, and only if the resulting 
loss in working hours can be offset elsewhere

• Fertility treatment: The cap on the number of free fertility attempts is abolished, and the age 
limit for public treatment is raised

• Inheritance tax: The tax-free threshold rises, but a new higher tier of to be introduced for 
inheritances above acertain level

The Economy

Danish consumer confidence improved in June, marking a genuine, if modest, brightening in the public 
mood. The consumer confidence indicator rose to −14.0, a solid recovery from May and back in line 
with early-2026 levels — though still firmly negative.

Economists point to lingering worry about food and energy prices, and unease about the broader 
geopolitical climate, as reasons Danes continue to describe their own and the country's economic 
situation pessimistically, even though the underlying Danish economy — measured by GDP growth, 
employment, and exports — has been performing strongly.



Feeling of Security

Danes are reporting record levels of unease, according to a long-running national survey on safety and 
everyday wellbeing. This year's score ties 2024 and 2025 for the lowest ever recorded, and the share of
Danes who describe themselves as fully secure has also shrunk.

Researchers point to economic pressure, the wars in Ukraine and the Middle East, and uncertainty 
about the United States' reliability as an ally — including tension over Greenland — as the main drivers. 
It marks a notable shift for a country that spent three decades as one of the most stable and secure in 
the world.

Police Under Pressure

Denmark's National Audit Office delivered blistering criticism of how police handle criminal reports, 
finding that officers across the country had closed thousands of cases — including violent crime, sexual 
assault, and financial fraud — without conducting basic investigative steps, even while telling victims 
that an investigation was underway.

In roughly 5,900 personal-crime cases and 7,100 financial-crime cases, no real investigative action had
been taken despite claims to the contrary.  The findings followed anonymous accounts from officers 
describing pressure from management to “wash” cases, and shook public confidence in the force.

The fallout reached the top of Danish law enforcement and the Ministry of Justice announced a 
sweeping leadership reshuffle across the police and prosecution service. The outgoing national police 
commissioner moves to lead the Copenhagen Western District police, while the Director of Public 
Prosecutions becomes the new national police commissioner. Nearly every senior police director across 
the country's regional forces was reassigned as part of the same reorganization, described by the 
ministry as an effort to field “the strongest possible leadership team” through 2030.



Separately, and unrelated to the criticism, Danish police also rolled out a redesigned police ID badge 
during June — the first update in 32 years — replacing officers' printed names with ID numbers for better
security.

A shifting view on Nuclear Weapons

Danish attitudes toward nuclear weapons have moved measurably as a new strategic partnership with 
France — offering Denmark a place under the French nuclear umbrella, though not weapons on Danish 
soil — has become a live political question.

Roughly a third of Danes now say they would support lifting Denmark's long-standing ban on nuclear 
weapons on its own territory, while 44% remain opposed and the rest are undecided. It marks a real 
break from decades of unified Danish nuclear policy, and reflects a broader realignment: trust in the 
United States as Denmark's closest ally has collapsed from 34% in 2024 to just 9% in 2026, while trust 
in France has risen sharply over the same period.

Conscripts Bound for Greenland

Denmark confirmed it will send conscripted soldiers to Greenland for the first time, as part of the 
country's expanded 11-month national service. The Minister of Defence confirmed in a parliamentary 
answer that the first group will travel in late July to take part in guard duties and the “Arctic Endurance” 
exercise, reflecting a broader build-up of Danish military presence in Greenland and the North Atlantic 
amid ongoing tension with the United States over the territory.



Wolves

Authorities in southwestern Jutland continued to grapple with wolves showing unusually bold behavior 
around certain towns. Researchers believe some wolves may have been deliberately fed by locals or 
holidaymakers — a practice that erodes the animals' natural wariness of people.

Officials are urging summer-house owners and visitors not to feed wolves or deer, and not to leave food 
scraps outside, while recommending that children under ten not roam alone in the affected areas. 
Denmark's wolf population, absent from the country for over 200 years before returning in 2012, stood 
at roughly 42 adults as of spring 2025.

Viking Treasure

A set of 262 silver coins unearthed near Ribe (which is the oldest city in Denmark, and also used to be 
the capital) in southern Denmark, revealed that some of the earliest Viking-era silver coins minted in 
Denmark were struck using melted-down Islamic silver — direct physical evidence of just how far Viking 
trade networks stretched, from the Arabian Peninsula through Russia's rivers to southern Jutland. The 
National Museum of Denmark dated the coins to around 830–850.

”Den Gamle By” Wins Top European Museum Honor

Aarhus's beloved open-air museum, Den Gamle By (”The Old City”), won the European Museum of the 
Year Award, one of the continent's most prestigious museum prizes, at an annual conference in Bilbao, 
Spain. The award recognizes museums that create especially strong visitor experiences and innovative 
ways of presenting history — fitting recognition for a museum that has spent over a century moving 



historic Danish town houses, workshops, and shopfronts to its site brick by brick to let visitors walk 
through Danish daily life across the centuries.

Hottest Day Ever Recorded

Denmark set its all-time national heat record on 27 June, when temperatures reached 37.0°C (98.6°F)
in both Ødum, north of Aarhus, and near Odense — breaking the previous record of 36.4°C set in 
Holstebro in August 1975, as well as the prior June record from 1947. DMI meteorologists linked the 
extraordinary heat to a stalled high-pressure system pulling hot air up from the Sahara via continental 
Europe, warning it is unlikely to be the last such record as the climate continues to warm. Severe 
thunderstorms followed in the heat's wake.
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