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July was Denmark's quintessential summer month: the royal family decamped to their southern castle, 
a Danish cyclist made history in Paris, Roskilde Festival weathered wind and rain to hit a green 
milestone, and Rebild Festival was for the first time without official American representatives. Along the 
way, a few genuinely odd and charming stories surfaced too.

The Royal Court’s Summer

For the third year running, King Frederik X and Queen Mary spent part of their summer at Gråsten 
Castle in Southern Jutland, a tradition the couple began even before acceding to the throne, when they 
were still Crown Prince and Princess. On 6 July, the royal family was given an official welcome on the 
town square in Gråsten, complete with a red carpet and marching band, before walking to the castle 
itself — a homecoming, the mayor of Gråsten called a beloved local tradition. The couple's three younger
children, Vincent, Josephine, and Isabella, joined them, along with visiting relatives, Prince Gustav and 
Princess Carina of Berleburg and their own young children. Later in the month, the King and Queen 
slipped away for some private time of their own: first a week's sailing holiday off the Greek island of 
Corfu with close friends, and afterward a private cruise aboard the royal yacht Dannebrog, spotted 
anchored in the Kattegat (sea between Denmark and Sweden) near the small island of Anholt. On 29 
July, the couple marked Ólavsøka, the Faroe Islands' national day, with a public greeting recalling their 
state visit to the islands the previous summer.

The relaxed pace was not to last: as the summer draws to a close, both grown children return to duty. 
Crown Prince Christian begins a year as a platoon leader at Høvelte Barracks, while his younger sister, 
Princess Isabella, 19, is set to begin 11 months of mandatory military service at Antvorskov Barracks in 
Slagelse — the same posting her brother once held.
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Most of the famous palaces and castles are not owned by the royal family — they belong to the Danish 
state and are administered by the Agency for Palaces and Cultural Properties, which makes them 
available to the reigning monarch free of charge.



This includes:

• Amalienborg – the main Copenhagen residence (four interconnected palaces)

• Fredensborg Palace – the primary spring and autumn residence north of Copenhagen

• Gråsten Palace – the summer residence in Southern Jutland

• Eremitage Castle – the royal hunting lodge in the Dyrehaven forest North of Copenhagen

What the royal family does privately own is more limited:

• Marselisborg Palace (Aarhus) – gifted to the monarchy as a wedding present from the Danish 
people in 1902 and passed down ever since. King Frederik officially took ownership in March 
2026, with a formal valuation of just 1.5 million DKK 
(~US$220,000/~CAD$323.000/~AUD$328.000) — far below its actual market value of roughly
41 million DKK (~US$6 million/~CAD$8.8 million/~AUD$8.9 million). This is intentional; it's 
valued as an inheritance transfer, not a market sale

• Château de Cayx (France) – a wine-producing château in the Lot valley in Southern France, 
purchased by the late Prince Henrik (Queen Margrethe's husband). Now part of the family's 
private holdings

• A hunting lodge at Trend in Jutland — a private property used for hunting

Private art, jewellery, and collections — the family has accumulated significant works over generations, 
though these are not publicly valued.

Estimates of the royal family's total private net worth range around 270 million DKK (~US$41 
million/~CAD$58 million/~AUD$59 million), though this is inherently uncertain given how much is 
intertwined with state-owned assets they use but don't own. By European standards, they are notably 
modest — at the end of the 19th century, the Danish royal family was considered one of the poorest in 
Europe.

Rebild Festival Marks July 4th without America

The Rebild Fetival  — held every year since 1912 in Rebild Bakker in Northern Jutland, and widely 
considered the largest celebration of American Independence Day outside the United States itself — 
was founded by Danish-American emigrants specifically as a homecoming and a living symbol of the 
friendship between Denmark and America.



This year, for the first time in its 114-year history, the festival was held without a single official American
representative. The change came after Aalborg Municipality, one of the festival's financial backers, 
threatened in January to withdraw its roughly 400,000 DKK 
(~US$62.000/~CAD$86.000/~AUD$87.000) annual grant unless the Rebild National Park Society 
agreed not to invite the US ambassador or any American politicians, citing the Trump administration's 
stated ambitions toward Greenland.

The Rebild National Park Society, which has previously hosted US ambassadors and even members of 
Congress as speakers, ultimately agreed to the condition rather than lose funding. Rebild's own mayor 
supported keeping American officials away this year while still backing the festival itself, saying ordinary
Danish-American friendship should continue even when official relations are strained.

Some Danish politicians had pushed to cancel the festival outright; foreign minister Lars Løkke 
Rasmussen, speaking on the day itself called the state of US politics a “personal disappointment.” The 
festival went ahead as usual for its core purpose: a gathering point for the many Danish-American 
families and organizations who return to Rebild Bakker each summer.

TV Commentator’s Career Move Sparks a National Debate

One story generated an outsized amount of debate in the Danish press this month. Sofie Rud, who for 
more than two years had been Danish broadcaster TV 2's on-air expert on American politics (featured 
on the program “Kampen om USA,” (“The Battle for America”)), announced that she was leaving 
journalism to become a political specialist at the United States Embassy in Copenhagen.

The move drew immediate criticism because of who she would be working for: Ambassador Ken Howery
has been personally tasked by President Trump with pursuing American acquisition of Greenland, and 
has repeatedly declined, in past interviews with Danish broadcaster DR, to rule out the use of force to 
achieve it. Critics argued that Rud, who had spent years analyzing and at times openly questioning the 
same administration's approach to Greenland and international relations, was now going to work in 
service of it. The irony was sharpened by past comments of Rud's that resurfaced online, in which she 
had written that the sitting US president's relationship with facts seemed unlikely to be permanent, and 
that “the pendulum has swung so far that a lot of people can see it's gotten a little too wild.”

Reactions split sharply: some fellow journalists and communications professionals congratulated Rud 
on the new role, while others accused her of choosing to work against Danish interests at a particularly 
sensitive moment in Danish–American relations. A planned public talk featuring Rud was cancelled in 
the wake of the criticism. The episode captures, in miniature, just how personal and immediate the 
broader Danish unease about the United States has become.



Danish Defence under Change

Denmark joined nine other European countries and Ukraine in Paris on 14 July to launch the “Freyja” 
coalition, an effort to jointly develop a cheaper, European-built alternative to the American Patriot 
missile-defense system, with Ukrainian drone and missile maker Fire Point as lead partner.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has described the open, modular project as “anti-ballistic 
Lego,” where countries can contribute different components — for instance, a Danish Weibel-made 
radar alongside a Swedish Saab system — with a working prototype targeted for 2027.

On the home front, a majority of Danes — roughly 55% in recent polling — say they support extending 
mandatory military service to women on the same footing as men, up sharply from a more evenly split 
public a few years ago; Denmark's first mixed-gender conscript class began service under the new rules 
earlier this year.

Youngest-Ever Parliament

Following the historically long government formation process, more attention has turned to just how 
different the new Folketing looks. At an average age of 43.9 years, it is the youngest Danish parliament 
ever elected, with 17 MPs under the age of 30 and a striking wave of new lawmakers in their early-to-
mid twenties — including a 23-year-old woman, now the youngest MP in Folketing history.

Several young right-of-center politicians in particular — friends since youth-politics days, now dubbed a 
“bourgeois boyband” by one profile — have built unusually large social-media followings.

Against that backdrop, a new annual survey of Danish youth found a decline compared to 2025 in 
young people's trust in several democratic institutions — including Danish democracy itself, public 
authorities, the Folketing, and the government — continuing a longer-term trend of falling trust 
specifically in large tech companies, even as trust in politicians and the media held roughly steady.



A Record Stork Season and ”The Caterpillar from Hell”

It was a landmark year for one of Denmark's most beloved returning species. Thirteen breeding stork 
pairs — the highest number since the mid-1980s — fledged 46 chicks across the country this summer, 
also the highest count since 1985. Southern Jutland remains the stronghold for nesting storks, but new 
pairs also appeared this year in Zealand and, for the first time in 119 years, on the island of Ærø. The 
white stork was declared extinct as a breeding bird in Denmark in 2008 before a gradual, actively 
supported comeback; the long-term goal is 30 breeding pairs by 2030.

Less charming was the continued spread of the oak processionary moth caterpillar, popularly 
nicknamed “the caterpillar from Hell” for the thousands of microscopic, allergenic hairs it carries in its 
later larval stages, which can cause rashes, eye and airway irritation, and in rare cases breathing 
difficulty. First spotted on the island of Fyn (Funen) in early 2025, the caterpillar had by July 2026 
spread to at least seven municipalities across Fyn, Sjælland (Zealand), and Jylland (Jutland), prompting 
some local politicians to call for felling affected oak trees. Biologists have pushed back on that idea, 
arguing the better long-term fix is to support the caterpillar's natural predators — birds like great tits and
bats — by improving habitat rather than removing the oaks themselves.

Wind, Rain and a Green Milstone at Roskilde Festival

Roskilde Festival, one of Europe's largest music festivals, sold out its full run of passes and welcomed 
around 130,000 guests for its 2026 edition, even as gusty winds and heavy rain forced organizers to 
adjust the schedule and, on at least one night, cancel a set outright. Attendees weathered muddy fields 
for acts ranging from hip-hop to hardcore.

The festival also reached a genuine milestone: in 2026, Roskilde became the first festival in the Nordic 
region to earn the official Nordic Swan Ecolabel, meeting all 35 of the label's mandatory environmental 
and climate requirements for large events — a distinction organizers hope will set a new industry 
benchmark.



COVID Vaccine Compensation, and the case for the Vaccines

At least nine children have been awarded compensation, totaling just over 3.18 million DKK kroner 
(~US$490,000/~CAD$685.000/~AUD$695.000), for serious and rare side effects following COVID-19 
vaccination. In total, 78 children aged 5 to 17 have applied for such compensation since the 
vaccination program began; under Danish law, compensation is available for rare, severe drug side 
effects regardless of whether the vaccine was officially recommended, and regardless of whether 
patients were warned of the risk in advance.

Danish and international health authorities have been clear that this needs to be weighed against the 
vaccines' overall impact: a WHO-backed study estimated that COVID-19 vaccination prevented roughly 
17,000 deaths in Denmark between December 2020 and March 2023 alone — the large majority 
among people over 60. Denmark's high vaccination coverage is credited with preventing a 
comparatively larger share of deaths than in many other countries. Both facts — the rare but real harms 
compensated this year, and the large-scale benefit documented by public health research — come from 
the same official sources and are not in dispute with one another.

A Dane Makes Cycling History at the Tour de France

Denmark's Mads Pedersen delivered one of the summer's proudest sporting moments, securing the 
Tour de France's green jersey (points classification) on the race's 20th stage — becoming the first 
Danish rider ever to win it. Rather than relying on bunch sprints, Pedersen built his lead by attacking on 
mountain stages and repeatedly winning intermediate sprints, turning what is usually a sprinters' 
contest into a three-week war of attrition.

He finished with 527 points, well clear of Belgium's Jasper Philipsen. The win also puts Pedersen in an 
extraordinarily small club: only a handful of riders in cycling history have won the points classification at 
all three Grand Tours (the Tour de France, Giro d'Italia, and Vuelta a España) — Pedersen already held 
that distinction at the Giro and Vuelta.

The overall race, meanwhile, went to Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, who claimed his fifth Tour de France 
title. Denmark's two-time champion, Jonas Vingegaard, had trailed Pogacar since an early mountain 
stage but was still sitting second overall when his Tour ended abruptly on Stage 15: he crashed hard in 



a sweeping bend 19 kilometers from the finish, fracturing his collarbone. Even before this stage, it was 
clear that Vingegaard was not able to challenge Pogacar's 1st place and that he had to focus on 
defending his 2nd place.

Pedersen's green jersey stood as the bright spot for Danish fans in an otherwise disappointing Tour.

Copenhagen has Again Been Named the World's Best City to Live in

Just like last year, The Economist Intelligence Unit's latest Global Liveability Index has named the 
Danish capital as the world’s best city to live in with Vienna in Austria in second place. The EIU's index 
assesses 173 cities worldwide on the basis of stability, healthcare, culture and environment, education 
and infrastructure.

Copenhagen has this year received top scores for stability, education and infrastructure, and the city is 
one of those with the highest scores within culture and environment.

In third place is Melbourne, in fourth place Sydney and in fifth place is Zurich.
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