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August closed out the summer with genuine sorrow for the Danish royal family, real tension in
Denmark's relationship with the United States over Greenland, a fierce domestic debate over wolves
and language, and a scattering of lighter stories — from wobbly tourist cyclists to a football federation
taking on the president of FIFA.

The Royal Court

King Ferderik re-inaugurated the Obervatory in Rundetaarn, The Round Tower after a major restoration
project throughout 2026, see more in the May edition of News from Denmark.

19-year-old Princess Isabella began 11 months of mandatory military service at the Guard Hussar
Regiment, the same regiment her father, King Frederik, once served in as a young man. Isabella is
among the first conscripts of any background to go through Denmark's newly lengthened, newly gender-
equal 11-month conscription system, extending from 4 months for both men and women. But the share
of women volunteering for service has fallen sharply as a result of the extension — from roughly a
quarter of volunteers in recent years to around 15%, the lowest level in 15 years.

The Royal House confirmed that Isabella has waived both the standard conscript salary and the tax-free
daily meal allowance that ordinary conscripts receive. Isabella does not receive an annual royal
allowance (apanage) as an adult — the family decided in 2016 that only Crown Prince Christian would
receive one, once he eventually establishes his own household. Christian himself likewise declined pay
and meal allowance during his own military service.

The Danish king and queen had been due to make a state visit to Belgium from 8 to 10 September —
the first Danish state visit there since 2002 — at the invitation of Belgium’s King Philippe and Queen

Mathilde. Following Norwegian King Harald's death, the Danish Royal House announced the Belgium

trip would be postponed so that King Frederik and Queen Mary could attend Harald's state funeral at
Oslo Cathedral on 9 September instead. The Belgium visit will be rescheduled for a later date.
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The Death of King Harald of Norway

Norway's King Harald V died peacefully at Rikshospitalet in Oslo on the morning of 28 August, at age
89, after eleven days in hospital following complications from treatment for a blood disorder. His son
immediately became King Haakon VIII. Crowds gathered at the Royal Palace in Oslo throughout the day
to lay flowers, and church bells rang across Norway for an hour at midday. The loss was felt deeply in
Denmark, too. King Harald and our former monarch, Queen Margrethe Il were second cousins and
shared a genuinely close, family friendship that included joint ski holidays over many decades. King
Frederik X, in his letter of condolence, referred to Harald as “Uncle Harald,” reflecting just how close-
knit the two royal houses have remained.

The genealogical connection runs deeper still. In 1905, when Norway peacefully separated from
Sweden and needed a monarch of its own, the newly independent country's parliament turned to Prince
Carl of Denmark — the second son of Danish King Frederik VIII and younger brother of the future Danish
King Christian X. Prince Carl accepted, after first insisting on a Norwegian referendum to confirm the
people actually wanted him; the vote passed overwhelmingly. He took the Norwegian-sounding regnal
name Haakon VII, becoming the first Norwegian-based monarch of the modern era. King Harald V, who
died this month, was Haakon VllI's grandson — son of King Olav V, who was in turn Haakon VII's son. So
while Harald was not himself the grandson of a reigning Danish king, his grandfather was a Danish-born
prince and son of a Danish king who left Denmark to found the modern Norwegian monarchy — which is
why the Danish and Norwegian royal houses still consider themselves close relatives today, over a
century later.

Did Denmark ¢ommif Genocide?

A years-long reckoning over Denmark's historical family-planning policy in Greenland reached a new
milestone this month. Between 1960 and 1991, Danish authorities fitted thousands of Greenlandic
women and girls — in a notorious campaign concentrated in the late 1960s, some as young as 12 or 13
— with intrauterine contraceptive coils, often without their knowledge or consent, as part of an effort to
curb Greenland's birth rate.
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After a formal joint apology from Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen and Greenland's premier in Nuuk in
September 2025, the Danish government agreed to a compensation scheme. Today, there is an
ongoing public debate if the action was a genocide or not.

Denmark and the US are still at 0dds with Each Other

Greenland's Institute of Natural Resources announced it will not enter into any new research
collaborations with the United States, and has instructed its staff to generally avoid traveling to the US
for conferences or joint research, citing the geopolitical tension created by President Trump's repeated
statements about acquiring Greenland. The institute stressed that existing, long-standing collaborations
with trusted American colleagues will continue. Separately, a Danish marine biologist at Aarhus
University declined an invitation to collaborate on a whale research project near Greenland for similar
reasons. A new report released this month found that American research output about Greenland had
already fallen 23% between 2015 and 2024, even before the current tensions — a decline authorities
describe as “paradoxical” given Washington's stated strategic interest in the island.

Greenlandic authorities issued a formal warning to the American company Greenland Energy Company
after it shipped roughly 30 containers of equipment — including a bulldozer, an excavator, a boat, and
fuel tanks — to Nerlerit Inaat in East Greenland's Jameson Land without the required permits, as part of
its contested plan to search for oil. Greenland's raw-materials department called the move
unacceptable and warned of “hard consequences,” including possible police or military involvement, if
the company continued operating outside the law. The company holds a handful of older exploration
licenses left over from before banned new oil permits in 2021, but still lacks several permits required to
proceed. The affair did not end there: Greenlandic authorities subsequently ruled that the company's
planned test drilling this coming winter cannot go ahead as scheduled, pushing the project back at least
a year because the necessary approval process cannot be completed in time.

A Ukraine Partnership Aimed at Closing Denmark's Drone Gap

Under a security and defense cooperation agreement with Ukraine, Denmark is allocating up to 100
million euros in 2026 specifically to buy drones and counter-drone equipment from Ukraine's battle-
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tested defense industry — material chosen to align with Danish national defense priorities, including
plugging gaps in Denmark's own ability to detect and respond to drone incursions, a growing worry after
unexplained drone sightings near military sites and airports elsewhere in Scandinavia this year. The
agreement also covers cooperation on air and missile defense, artificial intelligence, and electronic
warfare. Denmark is also a founding participant, alongside nine other countries, in the broader Freyja
project to co-develop a cheaper European alternative to the American Patriot missile-defense system,
with Ukrainian industry as the lead partner.

Danish police closed their own investigation into the September 2022 Nord Stream pipeline sabotage
near Bornholm back in February 2024, concluding that deliberate sabotage had occurred but that there
was no basis for a Danish criminal prosecution. This month, a leaked German indictment — tied to the
upcoming trial in Hamburg of a Ukrainian suspect, accused of coordinating the operation — revealed
that Danish authorities had also refused, in February 2024, to help German investigators interview
harbor officials and boat owners, citing a possible threat to state security.
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A New Culture Minister Takes Up the Fight for Danish

The Culture Minister, who took office in June, used August to lay out her own approach to an old Danish
anxiety: the creeping spread of English words and habits into everyday Danish, particularly in
institutions and media. The minister is continuing a “language package” begun by her predecessor,
which gives the Danish Language Council a new, more proactive mandate to reach out to institutions
and media directly and advise them on preserving Danish rather than simply tracking how the language
evolves after the fact. She has also opened a public debate about what she calls “linguistic
impoverishment” driven by generative Al, worrying aloud that well-polished, Al-assisted writing online
may be quietly eroding people's own ability to express themselves.

Over the summer, the debate about all the English words that are sneaking into the Danish language
has been very intense. But which words do we want to get rid of, what should we say instead - and
where do the Danes themselves fall in the English pot? The Danish Language Board has asked this and
got over 2,300 Danes to answer. The survey, which includes answers from Danes from all over the
country and of all ages between 14 and 93 years, shows what kind of words the Danes feel they can do
without. Or would like to do without. People are especially tired of the English words when there is a
Danish word that covers the term. Here are the ten English words that most people in the survey think
are annoying being mixed into Danish sentence constructions:

Sale Nice Random Fuck Onboarding
Cringe Al Doorstep CEO Lowkey
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Wolf Debate Reaches a Boil

Few Danish news topics generated as many headlines in August as wolves. Since returning to Denmark
in 2012 after roughly two centuries' absence, the wolf population — found exclusively in Jutland, with no
confirmed wolves on the islands of Fyn (Funen), Sjeelland (Zealand), or the smaller islands — has grown
steadily. As of mid-August, monitoring data pointed to seven wolf packs, three pairs, and one solitary
male, translating to an estimated population of roughly 49 animals. Documented attacks on livestock
have climbed sharply, from 57 in 2023 to 91 in 2024 to 239 in 2025.

August brought several dramatic individual incidents that kept the story in the news nearly every day: a
wolf bared its teeth at a jogger in North Jutland; a wolf approached children playing in private gardens in
West Jutland; and, most dramatically, authorities in West Jutland pursued a specific “problem wolf” with
drones for days, with the responsible minister saying he would be “first satisfied when this wolf has
been shot.” The animal was eventually killed, which the government and some local politicians
welcomed as good news, while animal-welfare advocates and wolf researchers urged calm, noting there
is no documented wolf attack on a human in Europe in recent decades. Underneath the individual
incidents runs a genuinely divisive, unresolved argument — over how many wolves Denmark can or
should sustainably support, how rural communities should adapt, and how much weight to give the
emotional experience of fear versus the wolf's statistically low danger to people — that shows no sign of
resolving soon.

Danish Football Turns on FIFA's President

The Danish Football Association (DBU) issued a formal, board-level statement declaring that it has lost
all confidence in FIFA president Gianni Infantino, and will work with UEFA and other confederations to
find a credible alternative candidate ahead of FIFA's March 2027 presidential election. The trigger was
a now-abandoned FIFA proposal, unveiled in late July, to spin off a commercial entity that would have
sold stakes in FIFA's own tournaments to private investors. The DBU chairman, who is also a UEFA vice-
president, said neither the withdrawal nor Infantino's subsequent apology had restored the board's
trust. US Soccer joined the criticism as well, even as President Trump publicly defended Infantino on
Truth Social, calling him “fantastic” and crediting him with the “most successful World Cup ever — times
four.”
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Wobbly Tourist Cyclists Worry COpehagen's Regulars

A distinctly Danish summer irritant returned to the headlines: tourists on rented bikes and e-bikes
clogging Copenhagen's famous cycle lanes. A survey found that 8 in 10 Copenhagen cyclists consider
tourist cyclists a genuine traffic-safety problem — running red lights, turning without signaling, or simply
riding too slowly and unpredictably for the flow of rush-hour traffic. On 20 August, two Copenhagen
mayors convened bike-rental companies, tourism organizations, and safety experts for a round-table
meeting to discuss solutions, from better in-hotel guidance for renters to possible new requirements for
rental operators; a cycling license or helmet requirement for tourists was discussed but was not favored
by at least one major bike-share operator. First actual initiatives are expected before the end of the
year. It's a good-natured local grumble more than a crisis — but a telling one for a city whose entire self-
image rests on its cycling culture.
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